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During the week of April 13-
18, Hope College participated 
in Earth Week, a nationwide 
ecology emphasis in preparation 
for Earth Day on April 22. 
At Hope, it wasn’t hard to get 
students outside to enjoy the 
earth as relatively nice weather 
had some students soaking 
up the sun and sprawling on 
blankets while others ran 
around playing Frisbee. The sun 
seemed to appear for the sake of 
promoting student participation 
in Earth Week. 
Corey Lakatos (’11) said, “I 
appreciate the Earth by laying 
on it. I also appreciate the fact 
that it orbits the sun.”
In addition to relaxing in 
the Pine Grove listening to the 
various poetry and music of 
Earth Jam on Saturday, April 
18, Earth Week consisted of 
various panels, activities and 
workshops. 
The events began Monday, 
April 13 with the showing of 
“King Corn,” a movie about two 
young men who get their hair 
tested and find a high amount of 
corn concentrated in it because 
of what they eat.  What the two 
young men discover is that corn 
in almost everything we eat. 
Throughout the week, 
students went on a bike ride to 
the beach, which encouraged 
Hope student Lindsay Sweet 
(’11) wanted to encourage the 
campus community to talk about 
the issue of homosexuality.  In a 
room full of friends, Sweet an-
nounced that she was planning 
to make a documentary and 
asked for support.  
Claire Roembach-Clark (’12) 
offered to aid in the process, and 
soon the two were working on 
their film, “Ending the Silence.” 
With the support of the women’s 
studies department, they were 
able to make the project into an 
independent study.
“Seeing the need for this in-
spired me,” Sweet said. “Right 
now, some students are second-
class and they are feeling that 
every day.”
The Gay-Straight forum 
sponsored a “Day of Dialogue,” 
April 14 which included the de-
but of “Ending the Silence,” and 
a panel of professors, Clark and 
Sweet. The film featured Hope 
students and faculty, and high-
lighted the history of homosexu-
ality at Hope. 
Professor Donald Luidens of 
the sociology department ap-
pears in the film. “I think this is 
an extremely important issue, 
as it has been in the Hope com-
munity for many years,” Luidens 
said.
Professor Jane Dickie of the 
psychology department, who 
advised the independent project 
and who appears in the docu-
mentary, said, “I got involved 
because since the early ’70s, I 
have known gay and lesbian 
Hope College students. They 
included me in their lives and I 
have been witness to the amaz-
ing contributions 
they make to the 
campus, to the 
world and to me 
personally.”
Clark said, 
“Once it got to 
the point in time 
when Lindsay 
and I needed to 
start advertising 
for it, I became 
afraid of what my 
friends would say 
once they found 
out that I was making a movie 
about the LGBT community. I 
knew some of them wouldn’t be 
very supportive.”
Dickie said she tries to focus 
on love instead of the possible 
consequences.  “Anything we 
do has consequences. Being in-
volved in people’s lives has con-
sequences. Standing solidarity 
and speaking out for justice has 
consequences,”Dickie said.
“I was concerned that stu-
dents involved may run into 
challenges, but I am heartened 
by the courage all of them have 
shown,” Luidens said.
Despite obstacles such as 
learning how to operate techni-
cal equipment and interviews 
falling through, the project gen-
erated attention.  “It grew and 
grew as we 
kept going, 
and eventually 
it became this 
huge, amaz-
ing thing that 
people were 
excited about,” 
Sweet said.
Clark said, 
“We really just 
wanted this 
film to help 
get a conver-
sation started 
about issues regarding the GLBT 
community at Hope. We want to 
inform people on what some of 
the current issues are.”
Sweet said, “Our intention 
was not to get people angry or 
start a controversy, but to speak 
out and let the campus know 
that this is something worth 
time, effort and words.”
Clark was encouraged that 
the attendance filled out the au-
ditorium.
 Sweet said, “I am elated with 
the entire project. It turned out 
better than I ever thought it 
would in the planning stages a 
few months ago. I have never felt 
prouder about any accomplish-
ment in my life.”
Luidens was hopeful. “With-
in the next decade or so, I think 
Hope College will have come to 
a much more welcoming attitude 
towards GLBT students—and 
faculty and staff. This is what I 
will continue to work for,” Lu-
idens said.
Dickie, too, proclaimed a 
dream for the college. 
“My dream for Hope is that it 
lives out God’s amazing love for 
all people, but perhaps most es-
pecially those who are margin-
alized,” Dickie said. “My dream 
is that Hope will fully claim the 
imperative of liberal education, 
that we are not afraid to engage 
and discuss, and that we have a 
place for all to speak, especially 
the truths of their own lives.”
Copies of the film may be 
ordered by email from Sweet 
or Clark for $5, but is also on 
reserve at the Van Wylen Li-
brary. 
The
Vol. 122
No. 22
Hope College w Holland, MichiganApril 22, 2009 w Since 1887 “Spera In Deo”
What’s InsIde
natIonal 3
arts 5
VoIces 8
sports 11
Got a story idea?  Let us know at anchor@hope.edu, or call us at 395-7877.
Women’s Tennis— Undefeated tennis team 
sets their sights on winning the MIAA.
Page 12
New Currency— Communities print curren-
cy to boost local business.
Page 4
Photo by Alison GArzA
STudeNTS foCuS oN 
eCology— lucas Johnson 
(’11), right, cleans up the 
Black River  and Jonathan yt-
terock (’10), above, performs 
in the Pine grove.
Our intention was not 
to get people angry or 
start a controversy, but 
to speak out and let 
the campus know that 
this is something worth 
time, effort and words.
— lindsAy sweet (’11)
“
“
Emily West
CAmPus news editor
Day of Dialogue features ‘Ending the Silence’
Hope celebrates earth week  
Hope College recently added 
a new student group to its long 
list of campus activities. The 
group, TEA (Taking Education 
Abroad), raises awareness and 
funds for education in third 
world countries. 
Rob Guimond (’11) started the 
group on Hope’s campus after one 
of his friends from home told him 
about reading the book “Three 
Cups of Tea” by Greg Mortenson 
and David Oliver Relin. 
The story behind the book 
goes that while visiting Pakistan, 
Mortenson met a group of chil-
dren writing words in the sand 
with sticks. He promised them 
that he would build the children 
a school. 
Mortenson started by writing 
580 letters to American celebri-
ties and businesspersons, and 
gained public involvement when 
a group of elementary children 
donated $623.40. Since then, 
Mortenson has created more 
than 78 schools in rural and 
dangerous regions of Pakistan 
and Afghanistan. These schools 
have provided education to more 
than 28,000 children. Increasing 
education not only improves 
the quality of life, but promotes 
peace in the region. 
The experience establishing 
these schools has not been easy. 
In the last 15 years, Mortenson 
has survived kidnapping, fire-
fights between Afghan warlords, 
death threats, scrutiny by the 
CIA and much more. 
Guimond and his friends 
used inspiration from the book 
to start groups at their respec-
tive universities.
“Students spend money to at-
tend college while children all 
over the world are not offered 
the chance to attend elemen-
tary school,” Guimond said. “We 
have a responsibility as college 
students, as a privileged minor-
ity, to help spread knowledge 
throughout the world.”
There are TEA student groups 
on other college campuses in 
and around Michigan, including 
Michigan Tech, Lake Superior 
State University and Saginaw 
Valley State University. 
On Hope’s campus, TEA 
plans to hold events and fund-
raisers to increase awareness for 
this cause.   TEA plans to have 
a bake sale during Spring Fling, 
Friday, April 24.
Annelise Belmonte
Guest writer
New student 
group forms 
on campus 
Stephanie Garrod
Guest writer
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This Week aT hope
Wednesday          April 22 
SAC Root Beer Kegger
SAC and Emerson Fraternity sponsor 
an event with ice cream sundaes, 
root beer floats, music and outdoor 
games.  7-9 p.m. on the DeWitt Patio.
Thursday          April 23 
Relay for Life at Coldstone 
Creamery
Hope’s Creative Dining team 
prepares ice cream at Coldstone to 
benefit Relay for Life.  6-9 p.m, down-
town Holland.
Friday          April 24 
Shara Worden of My Brightest 
Diamond performs
Shara Worden performs a solo 
concert with guests, Ordinary Neigh-
bors. 8 p.m., DeWitt Studio Theatre.  
Tickets are free for students and $10 
for the public.
Saturday          April 25 
Hope Fringe Festival Cabaret
9 p.m., DeWitt Main Theatre
Sunday          April 26 
Sacred Dance Spring Worship 
Service
2 p.m., Dimnent Chapel.
Monday          April 27 
Semester examinations begin
in Brief
student Congress 
eleCtion results 
Student Congress cabinet 
members for next school 
year are Priscilla Oddo (’10), 
president, and Scott Witcher 
(’11), vice president. Senior 
class representatives will be 
Ryan Sexton and Kevin Slusher. 
Junior class representatives 
will be Lindsay Allward and 
Amy Clinton. Sophomore class 
representatives are Heather Gill 
and Marc Tori. General position 
elections are to be held next fall.
Hope’s 144tH 
graduating Class to 
CommenCe may 3
 
More than 700 graduating 
seniors  will be participating 
in the 2009 Baccalaureate and 
Commencement. 
Baccalaureate will be held in 
the Dimnent Memorial Chapel 
Sunday, May 3 at 9:30 a.m. 
and 11:30 a.m. Dr. William C. 
Brownson,  president emeritus of 
Words of Hope will deliver the 
sermon.
Commencement will be held 
at Holland Municipal Stadium at 
3 p.m. later in the afternoon. Ellen 
Tanis Awad, director of student 
life and associate director of the 
Center for Faithful Leadership at 
Hope, will be speaking.
Commencement will be held at 
the DeVos Fieldhouse if  it rains. 
If moved indoors, the service will 
be for ticket-holders only.
Baccalaureate admission 
requires a ticket regardless.  
The Anchor
On April 8, President Barack 
Obama deemed the month of 
April as “Sexual Assault Aware-
ness Month,” For many, the oc-
casion has gone unnoticed, but 
this issue pertains to everyone, 
including college-aged stu-
dents. 
Sexual assault is defined as, 
“forced or pressured sexual 
contact that occurs without the 
victim’s consent”. According to 
Michigan law, unwanted touch-
ing is considered sexual assault. 
Many people believe that 
they will not become victims 
of sexual assault, but incidents 
of sexual assault occur within 
many cultures, age groups, and 
religious sects, and are espe-
cially a huge issue on college 
campuses around the nation.
Hope College is one of many 
college campuses where sexual 
assault is a reoccurring and 
somewhat underreported issue. 
According to Hope’s depart-
ment of Campus Safety, seven 
instances of sexual assault oc-
curred in the 2006-2007 aca-
demic year. This number was 
released after the academic 
year, so many students may not 
have been aware of these in-
stances.  
Professor Julie Kipp stated 
that she has had two students 
in this last week report of be-
ing sexually assaulted, and that 
these instances have not been 
the only reports that she has re-
ceived this year.  
Sexual assault remains an is-
sue on college campuses across 
the country as well. Accord-
ing to The Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention, “27 
percent of college women re-
ported a sexual experience 
since the age of 14 that met the 
legal definition of rape or at-
tempted rape.” 
According to the Center for 
Disease Control and Prevention, 
early college-aged students are 
the least likely to report being 
raped and are most likely to out 
be out  between the hours of 10 
p.m. and 2 a.m., when most in-
stances of sexual assault occur.  
It is also reported that the 
fact that the assailant will be 
someone the victim does not 
know is a misconception.
The Center for Disease 
Control and Prevention says, 
“About half of all rapes and 
sexual assaults against women 
are committed by friends and 
acquaintances, and 26 percent 
by intimate partners.” 
Another reported common 
misconception is that only 
women are victims of rape. 
Usually, men get raped by other 
men, and in 98 percent of the 
cases the rapists are hetero-
sexual. 
Rochel Grossman from Sur-
viving Sexual Assault says that 
both homosexual and hetero-
sexual men are sexually as-
saulted, and the assaults do not 
only occur in prisons. Men are 
the least likely to report being 
raped.  Victims of sexual assault 
are members of all cultures, 
sexes, age groups and religious 
groups.
It may seem as though it is 
impossible to avoid sexual as-
sault, but the California De-
partment of Justice says there 
are many ways to prevent it. 
The first step is to learn the 
facts about rape.  Doing research 
will help people to be less likely 
to fall victim.  Another sugges-
tion is to practice home safety 
such as locking doors and not 
letting strangers inside. 
The next tips involve being 
aware socially, including getting 
to know friends well, and going 
on group dates when first enter-
ing into a relationship. 
Other guidelines include 
traveling in groups during the 
night and not walking alone in 
remote areas.  Getting to know 
others and the surroundings are 
just a few of the many ways to 
prevent sexual assault. 
Educating yourself and your 
friends about rape and sexual 
assault will help you to fight to-
ward finding a solution to the 
problem. 
sexual assault awareness raised
Jessica Kregger
Guest Writer
exercise as well as conserving 
gas while also having fun.  
Students also participated in 
picking up trash around Hope, 
at Kollen Park and along the 
bank of the Black River. 
Environmental awareness is 
not just Hope-specific; other 
organizations are trying to “go 
green” too.  Walmart and Home 
Depot, for example, are hosting 
large campaigns to encourage 
people to not only save money 
but also save the environment 
by using eco-friendly appliances. 
For example, compact fluorescent 
light bulbs last up to 10 times 
longer and use 75 percent less 
energy than an incandescent 
bulb. 
According to Walmart.com, 
“If all 200 million Walmart 
c u s t o m e r s 
replaced just one 
60-watt standard 
bulb with a CFL 
bulb, it would 
be like taking 9 
million cars off the 
road for a year.” 
Home Depot 
is giving away 
1million CFL 
bulbs to encourage 
people to “live 
green.” 
The companies 
are also 
e n c o u r a g i n g 
customers to 
purchase other 
e c o - f r i e n d l y 
products such 
as water filters, 
organic cleaning 
products and 
alternative shower heads. 
Companies such as Home Depot 
and Walmart are marketing these 
products as affordable and easy 
transitions for the home.  Home 
Depot even offers to install 
various windows, doors and 
insulation to cut heating costs. 
Also, many grocery stores such 
as Meijer are encouraging the 
use of reusable shopping bags to 
save on disposable waste.
Even though Earth Week is 
only for one week, students at 
Hope are encouraged to imple-
ment various eco-friendly be-
haviors in their lives every day. 
Suggestions include taking a 
cloth to the bathroom instead of 
using the paper towels, turning 
off the water when it is not di-
rectly being used, using a refill-
able water container and turning 
lights off when not in use. 
w EARTH, from page 1
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TrASh pick-up— Laura Jackson (’09) 
helps clean-up the pine Grove.
earth day encourages going green
Spring Fling goeS Back to the Future
Friday, april 24 in the pine grove
Featuring:
*3:30 p.m. the push
*3:30 – 6:30 p.m. Big Smile caricature artist
*4:00 p.m. 80’s costume contest with prizes!
*4:00 – 7:00 p.m. oregon Dream child 80’s cover band
*inflatables
*Flashback photos
*laser tag
*airbrush tattoos
*taking education abroad 
 bake sale fundraiser
*alpha phi omega “Faculty 
 pie in the Face” fundraiser
*Free “Back to the Future” 
 themed t-shirts for the first
 500 students
*Dinner provided to students 
 with a meal plan, $5 for 
 those without
TO THE 80’s
ALMoST SuMMer— 
Mikella Bryant (’12) and 
Lora Nelson (’12), left, and 
Stan Galdys (7’11), above, 
take advantage of the nice 
weather in the pine grove.
Photos by Kevin soubly
GraPhic by Karie luidens
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Tumult in Somalia leads to escalation in piracy
The celebrated rescue of 
U.S. Capt. Richard Phillips by 
Navy SEALs on April 12 has 
once again brought the Somali 
pirates into the international 
spotlight, but less well known is 
the Somali turmoil behind the 
plundering.
The 19 crew members of 
Phillips’ merchant ship, the 
Maersk Alabama, were over-
powered by brigands, leading 
to a prolonged hostage crisis. 
Authorized to use force by the 
U.S. government, the SEALs 
shot and killed three pirates in 
their successful rescue mission. 
The French dealt with a similar 
situation recently, resulting in 
two pirate deaths.
U.S. President Barack Obama 
promised to “halt the rise of pi-
racy,” but his statement was short 
on specifics. Even so, the five 
deaths coupled with Obama’s 
stance have left the Somali pi-
rates nothing short of irate. The 
following week saw four retalia-
tory hijackings with a total of 60 
hostages taken.
Abdullahi Ahmed, a crew-
man with a pirate group based in 
Harardhere, Somalia, had harsh 
words for his opponents. 
“We have decided to kill U.S. 
and French sailors if they hap-
pen to be among our future hos-
tages,” Ahmed said.
According to Admiral Rick 
Gurnon of the Massachusetts 
Maritime Academy, Phillips’ 
alma mater, more than 200 mar-
iners of various nationalities are 
currently being held for ransom 
on the high seas. The 
sheer size of the area in 
which Somali pirates op-
erate makes it extremely 
difficult for navies to 
combat them. 
Abdi Farah Juha, a 
native of the city of Ga-
rowe, describes most 
pirates as being young 
men in search of easy 
money. 
“Piracy in many 
ways is socially accept-
able. They have become 
fashionable,” Juha said. 
“They have money; they 
have power and they are 
getting stronger by the 
day. They wed the most 
beautiful girls; they are 
building big houses; 
they have new cars, new 
guns.”
Piracy has become 
such a lucrative venture 
that businessmen in 
Dubai have been known 
to ask Somali pirates for 
loans. Nearby countries 
have thus far failed to 
combat piracy; in fact, 
the bandits obtain most 
of their weapons from 
neighboring Yemen.
It is not hard to see the at-
traction of such a life, especially 
considering that the war-torn 
state of their country elimi-
nates many career possibilities 
for young Somalis. The gov-
ernment of Somalia collapsed 
in 1991 as a result of conflicts 
between warlords. The United 
States and other nations were 
part of a failed U.N. humanitar-
ian mission in 1992, and since 
then famines and continued 
fighting have destabilized the 
nation. Such an environment 
makes the turn toward piracy 
all the more likely.
Another cause of the incred-
ible growth in Indian Ocean 
piracy lies in the commercial 
trends of the last 10 years. The 
native Somali fishing industry, 
which still relies largely on tra-
ditional methods, is no match 
for trawlers who fish the waters 
illegally. The downfall of the in-
dustry has eliminated jobs that 
young Somalis might have seen 
as an alternative to piracy.
The Somali pirates often see 
themselves as coastguards, as is 
demonstrated by the attitude of 
Omar Dahir Idle, a pirate cap-
tain. 
“Our latest hijackings are 
meant to show that no one can 
deter us from protecting our 
waters from the enemy because 
we believe in dying for our land,” 
Idle said. 
Because of the complex 
causes and consequences of So-
mali piracy, it is likely that the 
international community will 
have to deal with it for years to 
come, and there is no clear solu-
tion.
Cory Lakatos
Staff Writer
aP Photo/Greek Navy, ho 
Somali PirateS held down— on april 1, a navy commando is seen detaining a speedboat with 
suspected Somali pirates tied up alongside a Greek frigate in the Gulf of aden after a failed attack on 
a norwegian cargo ship.
WELLINGTON, Fla. (AP) — Ladies in 
their spring dresses and men in casual 
linen suits sipped champagne and nib-
bled hors d’oeuvres as they waited for the 
U.S. Open polo match. What they ended 
up with was a field of 
death.
Magnificent polo 
ponies, each valued 
at up to $200,000, 
stumbled from their 
trailers and crum-
pled one by one onto 
the green grass. Vets 
ran out and poured 
water over the fever-
ish, splayed-out ani-
mals. But it was no 
use. One dead horse. 
Then another. Then 
more. And within a 
day, 21 horses were 
dead.
State veterinarians were still perform-
ing necropsies but suspect the horses 
died from heart failure brought on by 
some sort of toxic reaction in their bod-
ies. Possibly tainted feed, vitamins or 
supplements. Maybe a combination of 
the three.
While polo club officials and several 
independent veterinarians insisted the 
deaths appeared to be accidental, it re-
mained a mystery that puzzled and sad-
dened those close to a sport that has long 
been a passion of Palm Beach County’s 
ultra-rich.
“The players, the owners of the horses 
were in tears. Bystanders and volunteers 
were in tears. This was a very tragic thing,” 
said Tony Coppola, 62, an an-
nouncer for the International 
Polo Club Palm Beach in this 
palm tree-lined town some 15 
miles west of the millionaire 
enclave of Palm Beach.
Spectators at the Sunday 
match had difficulty mak-
ing out what was happening 
when the frenzy of workers 
and trucks hovered around 
the horse trailers. Soon blue 
tarps were hung and trailers 
were shuffled into place to ob-
scure their view.
The match was canceled, 
replaced by an exhibition 
game, to keep the crowd busy. Rumors 
swirled and the death toll climbed.
Some horses died on scene. Others 
were shuttled to clinics for treatment, 
but there was nothing that could be done. 
Their fate was sealed.
All the dead horses were from the 
Venezuelan-owned team Lechuza Cara-
cas, a favorite to win the title at what’s de-
scribed as the World Series of this sport. 
The team included about 40 thorough-
breds in all, maybe more. The team has 
not made any public comments since the 
deaths.
Polo club manager Jimmy Newman 
said it was like losing half the New York 
Yankees. “They lost some great horses,” 
he said.
Dr. Scott Swerdlin, a veterinarian at 
Palm Beach Equine Clinic near the polo 
grounds, treated one of the sick horses. 
He said it appeared the animals died of 
heart failure caused by some kind of toxin 
that could have been in tainted food, vita-
mins or supplements.
“A combination of something with 
an error in something that was given to 
these horses caused this 
toxic reaction,” Swerdlin 
said Monday.
It may take days or 
weeks to get the results 
of toxicology tests, he 
said.
John Wash, the polo 
club’s president of club 
operations, said doctors 
had ruled out any sort of 
airborne infection. “This 
was an isolated incident 
involving that one team,” 
Wash said.
“This was devastating,” he added. “It 
was heartbreaking to see that many hors-
es to get sick all at once.”
He said games would resume on 
Wednesday, with the finals taking place 
Sunday. The Lechuza team has with-
drawn, the club said.
The team is owned by affluent Venezu-
elan businessman Victor Vargas, who also 
plays, but most of the horses and players 
are Argentine. The team travels most of 
the year.
This is a town of horse clubs, training 
facilities, stables, polo grounds and wide 
open fenced fields where the animals 
roam and graze along straight-line, neatly 
groomed streets. The club has hosted the 
U.S. Open for seven years.
“It’s just incredible. So unbelievable. 
The reaction throughout the polo com-
munity worldwide is one 
of disbelief. Disbelief and 
grief,” said Coppola, the 
club announcer.
Although the value of 
the horses lost was great, 
this isn’t a game people 
play for the money. The 
owners are already multi-
millionaires.
“You’ve got to have the 
money to part with,” New-
man said.
Purses rarely top a few 
thousand dollars, if any at 
all. They do it for the pride, for the glory, 
for the love of the game.
“If you win this tournament, you get 
your name on a trophy,” Newman said. 
And the respect of your peers. That’s 
pretty much it. “It’s a lifestyle.”
U.S. Open polo match turns into disaster when horses collapse at game
The players, the own-
ers of the horses were 
in tears. Bystanders and 
volunteers were in tears. 
This was a very tragic 
thing.
—toNy CoPPola
aNNouNCer
iNterNatioNal Polo 
Club Palm beaCh 
“
“
This was devastat-
ing. It was heart-
breaking to see that 
many horses to get 
sick all at once.
—JohN WaSh
Polo Club PreSideNt  
“
“
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This Week in neWs
“A person who fights 
those who harass the 
poor people cannot be 
termed as a criminal just 
by implicating him in 
false cases.”
– Mayawati, the chief minister of 
Uttar Pradesh and one of India’s 
best-known politicians who spoke 
on behalf of Mukhtar Ansari try-
ing to convince the crowd not to 
see him as a criminal.
“That’s where I think I 
started getting in trouble 
with my church, I was 
becoming somewhat 
toxic with my visibility 
and extrovertedness.”
–  Don Marxhausen, the pastor 
who performed the funeral of 
Dylan Klebold, one of the Col-
umbine shooters, ended up losing 
his job because of his continued 
relationship with Klebold’s family.
“This is a matter of im-
portance not just to New 
York and Brooklyn, but 
for all who care about 
our national treasures.”
–  Richard Moe,  head of The Na-
tional Trust for Historic Preser-
vation on the publics response to 
the proposition of a new 18-story 
building that would ultimately 
ruin the view of the Brooklyn 
Bridge.
“The majority of im-
migrants in this country 
have made a calculation 
and come here because 
of the economic oppor-
tunities they see for their 
families. So we’ve got a 
group that is resourceful, 
that will try to stay em-
ployed no matter what.”
–  Audrey Singer, immigration and 
demographics expert at the Brook-
ings Institution, about how the 
economic downturn could impact 
immigrant communities.
“There are so many kin-
ships between the music 
we’ve all done, and so few 
degrees of separation.”
– Taylor Hanson, lead singer of 
the new band Tainted Windows 
which is comprised of former 
members of the Smashing Pump-
kins, Fountains of Wayne and 
Cheap Trick.
“We’re just trying new 
things to get people in 
here.”
– Raymond Toler, owner of 
Raymond’s Auction House in 
Archdale, N.C., who has started 
holding auctions at grocery 
stores.
“Nobody wants cemeteries 
or columbaria near their 
homes, but everybody 
needs them.”
– Kenneth Leung, who runs a fu-
neral-planning company in Hong 
Kong, on the issue of space for the 
burial of the dead.
“We were getting no-
where with the negotia-
tions.”
– Daryl Vaz, Jamaican infor-
mation minister, after police 
stormed a Canadian airline 
following an eight hour standoff 
with an armed man who was 
holding its crew hostage.
During the economic boom a 
few years ago, mega retail stores 
like Wal-Mart moved into small 
communities and placed a huge 
burden on local shops to stay 
in business.  However, with 
the current economy, an oppo-
site trend is starting to emerge: 
various communities across the 
country have developed their 
own monetary systems in order 
to keep the cash flowing for local 
businesses and prevent the bot-
tom from falling out.  This is not 
a new concept, as it was most fa-
mous during the Depression and 
has been popular during most of 
our country’s economic reces-
sions, the most recent one tak-
ing place during the 1980s.    
The system works by en-
abling people to cash in actual 
U.S. currency for local currency, 
the exchange being about 95 
cents in real money for a dollar 
of local money.  The practice is 
lawful as long as the local cur-
rency does not include coins 
and does not resemble real U.S. 
money.  And yes, Uncle Sam 
still gets his share, as local cur-
rencies are taxed the same way 
normal money is.  While the 
discount may not be very high, 
it definitely is enough to encour-
age local citizens to jump on the 
bandwagon, as many shoppers 
are fond of helping local stores, 
especially during times of eco-
nomic hardship.  
Perhaps the most recent and 
famous case of this occurred in 
an area of western Massachu-
setts known as the Berkshires, 
which began its own program 
in 2006 and has since circulated 
around $2.3 million BerkShares. 
By no means is this trend limited 
to any one section of the coun-
try, as local money can be found 
in the Carolinas, New York and 
Detroit, among others.  It has 
been particularly beneficial to 
the economy in Detroit, where 
the struggling automotive in-
dustry has caused 
unemployment 
to reach a stag-
gering 22 per-
cent.  
T h i s 
“new” idea 
has been 
re ce ive d 
v e r y 
w a r m l y 
almost ev-
ery where 
that it has 
been tried, 
which shows 
that people of-
ten maintain loyalty to “mom 
and pop” stores over large retail 
giants.  One of the biggest bene-
fits of this concept is that money 
printed locally has to be spent 
locally, guaranteeing commerce 
to the small stores that typically 
have a hard time remaining in 
business.  
In addition, locally printed 
money requires a paper com-
pany to print it, once again aid-
ing local business.  The number 
of local participating stores var-
ies greatly, as there are about 12 
stores in Detroit that accept the 
Detroit Cheers, but over 350 lo-
cal shops in Massachusetts that 
accept the BerkShares.  
The United States isn’t the 
only country taking part in this 
phenomenon.  In Germany, ap- 
proximately 16 regional curren-
cies are represented.  Econo-
mists disagree on how practical 
local currencies are overall, but 
it looks like the new bills will be 
around for a while, based on the 
positive reception of their debut 
over the last few years.  
The United States isn’t the 
only country taking part in this 
– in Germany, there are approx-
imately 16 regional currencies. 
Economists don’t agree on how 
practical local currencies are 
overall, but it looks like the new 
bills will be around for a while, 
based on the positive reception 
of their debut seen over the last 
few years.   
Communities print own currency
Benjamin O’Dell
Staff Writer
GENEVA (AP) — Dozens of 
Western diplomats walked out 
of a U.N. conference and a pair 
of rainbow-wigged protest-
ers threw clown noses at Iran’s 
president Monday when the 
hard-line leader called Israel the 
“most cruel and repressive racist 
regime.”
The United States 
decried the remarks 
by Mahmoud Ah-
madinejad as hateful 
— reinjecting ten-
sion into a relation-
ship that had been 
warming after Presi-
dent Barack Obama 
sought to engage Iran 
in talks on its nuclear 
program and other is-
sues.
Ahmadinejad — 
the first government 
official to take the 
floor at the weeklong 
event in Geneva — 
delivered a rambling, 
half-hour speech that 
was by turns concilia-
tory and inflamma-
tory. At one point he 
appealed for global 
unity in the fight against racism 
and then said the United States 
and Europe helped establish Is-
rael after World War II at the ex-
pense of Palestinians.
“They resorted to military ag-
gression to make an entire na-
tion homeless under the pretext 
of Jewish suffering,” he said.
Jewish groups had lobbied 
heavily for a boycott of the 
conference, warning it could 
descend into anti-Semitism or 
other anti-Israel rhetoric, which 
marred the last such conference 
eight years ago in South Africa.
The meeting turned chaotic 
almost from the start when the 
two wigged protesters tossed 
the red clown noses at Ahma-
dinejad as he began his speech 
with a Muslim prayer. A Jewish 
student group from France said 
it had been trying to convey “the 
masquerade that this conference 
represents.”
One of the protesters shouted 
“You are a racist!” before he and 
the other demonstrator were 
taken away by security.
Ahmadinejad interjected: “I 
call on all distinguished guests 
to forgive these ignorant people. 
They don’t have enough infor-
mation.”
During his speech, he accused 
Israel of being the “most cruel 
and repressive racist regime” 
and blamed the U.S. invasion of 
Iraq on a Zionist conspiracy.
At the first mention of Israel, 
about 40 diplomats from Brit-
ain and France and other Euro-
pean Union countries exited the 
room.
Most of his remarks were 
not new but their timing and 
high profile could complicate 
U.S. efforts to improve ties with 
Iran. Alejandro Wolff, the U.S. 
deputy ambassador to the U.N., 
denounced what he called “the 
Ahmadinejad spectacle.”
White House press secretary 
Robert Gibbs, asked by report-
ers about Ahmadinejad’s re-
marks, replied: “Obviously, the 
president disagrees vehemently 
with what was said, as, from 
some of the video I saw, so did 
many others.”
Gibbs said it proved that the 
United States was right to boy-
cott the conference. Ger-
many, Italy and at least six 
other countries also re-
fused to attend the event, 
which began on the eve of 
Israel’s Holocaust Remem-
brance Day. 
“We call on the Iranian 
leadership to show much 
more measured, moderate, 
honest and constructive 
rhetoric when dealing with 
issues in the region, and 
not this type of vile, hate-
ful, inciteful speech that we 
all saw,” Wolff said at the 
U.N. in New York.
Later, about 100 mem-
bers of mainly pro-Israel 
and Jewish groups tried to 
block Ahmadinejad’s en-
trance to a scheduled news 
conference.
In a milder protest, 
Jewish groups outside the venue 
read out some of the names of 
the 6 million who died in the 
Holocaust.
U.N. Secretary-General Ban 
Ki-moon met with Ahmadine-
jad before his speech and said he 
had counseled the Iranian leader 
to avoid dividing the conference. 
Ban later said he was disappoint-
ed the speech was used “to ac-
Graphic by Karie LuidenS
Iran president’s comments prompt walk-out at U.N. Conference 
photo courteSy Sxc.hu
U.N. CoNfereNCe— The building is the Palais des Nations, in which the 
United Nations Office at Geneva (UNOG) is housed.
see CONFeReNCe, page 10
Groups take steps to boost economy in face of hardship, economic crisis
ACTIVESITE involves Hope
On April 17, Hope College 
art students joined up with 
eight other area colleges in a 
partnership with the Urban 
Institute of Contemporary 
Arts for ACTIVESITE to 
transform an unused, urban 
space into a unique art exhibit. 
      The exhibit took place in the 
Flat Iron Building, 100 Monroe 
Center in Grand Rapids, Mich. 
Though it was a one night event, 
it will continue through the end 
of April and can be viewed by 
appointment only.  
ACTIVESITE started with 
its creative director, Paul 
Amenta, an artist and adjunct 
professor at Kendall College 
of Art and Design, Grand 
Valley State University and The 
School of Visual Arts, NYC. 
    The program looks to utilize 
spaces that are not yet fully 
developed or in transition, 
creating a unique opportunity 
for artists to exhibit their works, 
while providing an event for 
developers to showcase their 
facility. 
Thirteen of Hope’s art 
students were involved in this 
year’s ACTIVESITE project. 
This is the third year Hope has 
contributed to these events. 
     “It was such an intriguing 
space and the amount of 
people who saw our work was 
something that would never 
happen at a small school,” said 
studio art major, Emilie Puttrich 
(’09). “I was impressed by what 
classmates did and was excited 
to be a part of the 
whole thing.”      
 
 The exhibition 
f e a t u r e s 
graduate and 
undergraduate 
projects from 
various artists 
whose tastes 
and inspirations 
are as unique 
as the pieces 
themselves.          
 Many non-art 
major students attended the 
event to see what their peers 
have created.         “The way that 
the artwork was 
presented in that 
(old building) 
context was 
fantastic,” said 
Jonathan Hertel 
(’09). “Both the 
artwork and the 
space itself were 
redefined in the 
context of the 
other.”   
 For more 
information on 
A C T I V E S I T E 
and its upcoming events, visit 
www.activesite.org. 
Art students transform an unused building into art venue
rtsA
This Week in ArT
Wednesday           April 22 
CTI Music Ministries Auditions
11 a.m. - 1:30 p.m., Maas Aud.
Wind Symphony Concert
7:30 p.m., Dimnent Memorial Chapel 
12th St. Harmony and Lum.
8 p.m., Kletz
Thursday           April 23 
Playwriting Class
Scenes and Monologues, 3 - 4:20 p.m., 
Studio Theatre, DeWitt Center
Directing One-Acts
Studio Theatre, 4:30 p.m. DeWitt Ctr.
Opus in the Gallery
Depree Art Gallery, 9 p.m. 
 
Friday                            April 24
My Brightest Diamond concert   
wsg/ Ordinary Neighbors, 8:00 p.m., 
Studio Theatre, DeWitt Center
Saturday            April 25
Directing Scenes
 DeWitt studio theatre, 4 p.m. 
Shakespearean Women
 DeWitt main theatre, 7:30 p.m.
Hope Fringe Festival Cabaret
 DeWitt main theatre, 9 p.m. 
Vanderprov 
 Improv comedy show, 9 p.m.  
 DeWitt main theatre
 
in Brief
FInAl ConCErT For  
WInd SympHony  
                
    HOPE PR - The final concert 
of the semester by the Hope 
College Wind Symphony will 
include the world premiere of 
work that features contributions 
from both the music and art de-
partments.
   The concert will contain pieces 
that draw from other artistic 
media, and will take place on 
Wednesday, April 22, at 7:30 
p.m. in Dimnent Memorial Cha-
pel.  There will be a pre-concert 
talk in the chapel beginning at 
 7 p.m.
   The public is invited.  Admis-
sion is free.
   The highlight of the program 
will be the world premiere of 
“Points, Colors, and Lines,” by 
Steven Talaga, instructor of 
music.  The work is a joint col-
laboration between Talaga; Dr. 
Anne Heath, who is an assistant 
professor of art and director 
of the De Pree gallery; and Dr. 
Gabe Southard, who is the Wind 
Symphony’s conductor and an 
assistant professor of music. 
   Three art students submitted 
their work and were chosen to 
be part of the project: senior 
Nikolas Burkhart of Brutus; ju-
nior Evan Dawson of Tokyo, Ja-
pan; and senior Emilie Puttrich 
of Arlington Heights, Ill.
  The concert itself is titled 
“Spotlight Series 2: External 
Influences.”  In addition to the 
premiere, three of the pieces on 
the program are:  “In evening’s 
stillness,” by Joseph Schwantner, 
based on a poem by Schwant-
ner; “Piece of Mind,” by Dana 
Wilson, which is Wilson’s rep-
resentation of the workings of 
the human mind; and “Of Sail-
ors and Whales,” by Francis Mc-
Beth, based on “Moby Dick,” by 
Herman Melville. 
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Have you Seen? 
The new movie “Adventureland” is, 
simply put, so much more than I thought 
it would be.  Written and directed by Greg 
Mottola (“Superbad”), “Adventureland” 
is set in Pittsburgh in the summer of 1987. 
James Brennan (played by Jesse Eisenberg) 
is a recent college graduate who has planned 
to travel around Europe during his summer 
off before heading to Columbia for graduate 
school.  However, upon graduating, he finds 
out that his father has been demoted at work 
and his parents can no longer afford to send 
him on the trip.  In addition, James must also 
find a summer job.  
After a very funny and slightly relat-
able montage of failed attempts at finding a 
job (“I’ve never actually driven an asphalt 
mixer per se, but I did drive my friend’s van 
on a pretty lengthy road trip to Wisconsin….
hello?”) he is finally hired at the local, sec-
ond-rate amusement park Adventureland. 
The park is managed by a husband-and-wife 
team played by “Saturday Night Live’s” 
Kristin Wiig and Bill Hader.  The couple, 
who do not receive nearly enough screen 
time, are hilarious (“No one ever wins a gi-
ant panda, we don’t have that many left”).  
The movie centers around James and 
his romance with Em (“Twilight’s” Kristin 
Stewart).  The two spend the summer with 
the other Adventureland employees, most 
of whom are in that post-college, pre-“real 
life” stage.  During the day they run the 
game booths, deal with unruly park-goers, 
and wipe up vomit.  But after hours, they 
party, drink, smoke weed and lust after one 
another.  
Although this plot may seem a lot like 
other teen movies such as “American Pie” or 
“Superbad,” “Adventureland” adds up to so 
much more.  Most of what makes this movie 
so worth-while is the characters who are so 
realistic and endearing.  James, in particular, 
is an almost Michael Cera-like character. 
He’s a little nervous and unsure of himself 
when mixing with the “cool kids,” but ulti-
mately sweet and sincere.  
Em, his co-worker and love interest, is 
a rough-around-the-edges, seen-too-much 
kind of girl.  She is also involved in an affair 
with Connell (Ryan Reynolds), the park’s 
(older, married) maintenance man who 
claims to have once played with Lou Reed. 
Joel, James’ literature-loving, pipe-smok-
ing friend is also a fantastic character.  His 
struggles with the “popular” kids are realis-
tic and never boarder on cliché.  
While “Adventureland” offers many 
laughs, it is much more than just a funny 
coming-of-age movie.  
Reviews published here are the opin-
ions of the individual writers and not nec-
essarily of The Anchor staff as a whole. 
Movie: ‘Adventureland’
Genre: Comedy, Drama 
Starring: Jesse Eisenberg
Released: April 3, 2009
Julie Kocsis reviews 
film,  ‘Adventureland’
Taylor Hughes
Arts Editor
UnUSUAl USe oF An UnUSed SpAce — Shown here, 
the interior of the Flat Iron Building in Grand Rapids featuring 
artwork created and installed by graduate and undergraduate 
students from Michigan area colleges and universities. 
Photo by Nik burkhArt
It was such an 
intriguing space and 
the amount of people 
who saw our work 
was something that 
would never happen at 
a small school.    
— EmiliE Puttrich (’09)
studio Art mAjor
“
“
HOPE PR - My Brightest Dia-
mond’s Shara Worden will be 
performing a solo concert with 
special guests Ordinary Neigh-
bors in the DeWitt Center stu-
dio theatre at Hope College on 
Friday, April 24, at 8 p.m.
  After earning an opera degree 
from The University of North 
Texas, Worden moved to New 
York City to pursue her song-
writing ambitions.  After releas-
ing two albums with her band 
Awry, Shara met Sufjan Stevens 
-- who is a 1998 Hope graduate 
--and took a hiatus from her own 
music in order to tour with him 
as one of the Illinoisemakers.
    Worden released her first al-
bum as My Brightest Diamond, 
“Bring Me The Workhorse,” in 
August of 2006 on Asthmatic 
Kitty Records and her second, 
“A Thousand Shark’s Teeth,” this 
year, both to critical acclaim. 
Her sound showcases her versa-
tility, including dramatic guitars, 
string arrangements, and punk 
rock drums.   In performance 
she shows unusual versatility, 
channeling the vocal theatrics of 
Jeff Buckley, the soulful seduc-
tiveness of Nina Simone and the 
gothic pop of Portishead.                 
   Ordinary Neighbors consists 
of husband-and-wife songwrit-
ers Josh Banner and Susanna 
Childress.     
   Tickets for the concert are 
available now at the Hope Col-
lege Ticket Office in the main 
lobby of the DeVos Fieldhouse. 
They are free for the Hope com-
munity and $10 for members of 
the general public.     
Shara Worden 
to perform 
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Matt  is the helpful Copy Editor at The Anchor and has been on staff for four 
years. He loves his guitar and taking Mission Trips to Stinking Creek, Ky. and Pom-
pano Beach, Fla. It is speculated that he enjoys a nice cotton shirt.
James has been part of the  Anchor since his fresh-
man year and has run the sports section the past 
three years. He hopes to someday find a job in Den-
ver where he can participate in rugged, manly things 
such as hiking, kayaking and growing a beard.
Sam is the Managing Editor at The Anchor, after hav-
ing previously run the National News section for a 
year. His hobbies include tennis, reading, and criti-
cizing reality television. He hopes to one day figure 
out what to do with his life.
Alex is the ads manager at The Anchor. Fond of Canada, 
smoking his pipe, and reading, he plans to pursue a ca-
reer as an Anglican priest.
AP Style: 
Just as classes require 
certain styles like MLA 
or Chicago for papers, 
The Anchor also follows 
a particular style. AP 
style is the typical style 
for journalistic works 
and is outlined in the AP 
Stylebook.
CANDY BOWL: 
One of the perks of 
working at The Anchor 
is the load of candy 
provided for us staff-
ers on a weekly basis 
by Kathy (see below). 
The most popular can-
dies, such as Reeses and 
Twix, go fast.
CS2: 
The shortened name for 
Adobe Creative Suite 2, 
the program used for 
layout at The Anchor 
on production night. All 
section editors must be 
proficient. 
KATHY:
Kathy Nathan, part-
time Communication 
lecturer, is The 
Anchor’s advisor.
ROHCNAR: 
The bizarre plant, 
named after The Ran-
chor (spelled back-
wards), that looms in 
the window sill at The 
Anchor.
Buzz
Words
T h e  A n c h o r  i n  a  w e e k
  Production Night: Staff works in the Anchor office to lay out, edit and make changes to pages.
  Final Changes: Throughout the day, staff members come into the office to put the finishing touches on their page. 
  Send to Print: In the afternoon, a Co-Editor-in-Chief comes in to finalize the pages and send them to the printer.
  The Day The Anchor Hits Stands: Early in the morning, the printer drops the new issues off at campus. The distribution     
               manager picks them up and drops them off at the various Anchor stands around 
               campus. 
  Break Days: Editors relax while writers research and write their stories for the following week. 
  Deadline: Stories are due to the Anchor’s inbox by 12:00 P.M.
  Feedback Meeting: The staff meets to go over the previous week’s issue and how they can improve the next week’s.
  Brainstorming Meeting: All writers, photographers and prospectives are invited to help plan the next issue.
  
Sam Ogles looks on as Brit-
tany Adams (’11)and Emily 
West (’10) work on their 
laptops.  
Emily West (’10), one of 
next year’s Editors-in-
Chief, poses with Rohcnar 
(see Buzz Words.)
photos by Kevin Soubly
JAMES RALSTON
SAM OGLES
ALEX QUICK
Senior Men work as hard on The 
Anchor has they do on looking good.
MATT OOSTERHOUSE
MONDAY
TUESDAY
WEDNESDAY
THURSDAY-SATURDAY
SUNDAY
ANCHOR FUN FACT:
The Anchor began in 1887, and was first is-
sued weekly in 1914. Covering national and 
campus news alike, Hope College’s student-
run newspaper has grown over the years to 
encompass over two-dozen editors, report-
ers, and staff.
Kat Mojzak (’09), the 
graphics guru, grins. 
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Change for tradition’s sake
Being the change
When we started this column in Au-
gust, we recounted some of the changes 
the Anchor has reported in the last 100 
years.  We anticipated a year of change 
for a lot of reasons: because we are seniors 
ending our college experience, because 
2008 promised an exciting election, and 
because our staff was working to make the 
Anchor a catalyst for change on campus. 
In many ways, our expectations for change 
were met this year, and we thoroughly en-
joyed our staff and our experience as edi-
tors here at the Anchor.  
With our last column, we look ahead 
to an exciting future, both for the class of 
2009 as we graduate, and for the 
Hope community at large.  
For the graduates, this spring 
brings on a big and daunting tran-
sition.  For the past 16 years or so, 
our job in society has been to be 
students.  Now, we look to take 
on new jobs.  For many of us, the 
search has been challenging, es-
pecially in the current economy. 
We might not land our dream career im-
mediately after May 3, but perhaps a new 
perspective might lend us some comfort 
despite our obstacles.  
On many levels, spring is a season of 
change.  And while change implies differ-
ence, it does not necessarily mean new-
ness.  Any girl who has owned flare-legged 
jeans can attest to this: our “new” trends 
are actually just throwbacks to previous 
decades.  The same is true in life.  Sure, 
we’ve never been college graduates before, 
but we all know what it is like to graduate 
and move somewhere new.  We won’t be 
different people, and the world won’t be a 
new place after May 3.  We will just have 
more responsibility and opportunity than 
we had before.     
For some of us, these opportunities take 
shape in the form of further studies and ser-
vice.  For others, responsibility will mean a 
new career.  But whether our job next year 
will be to teach English in Morocco or to 
study medicine in the States, a job is more 
than where we go to work on weekdays. 
Our jobs extend beyond that to include 
the roles we play as good friends, loving 
family members and contributing mem-
bers of our communities, wherever those 
may be.  Despite the distance between us 
as we take up new residences in new parts 
of the country 
and of the world, 
we encourage 
graduates to 
keep in touch 
with each other 
and to maintain 
our meaning-
ful friendships 
as working and 
studying adults.  
We leave the Anchor grateful for our 
time here and excited about the changes 
that are still to come.  We are excited about 
the changes that the Anchor will be a part 
of next year and in the years to follow. 
Whether you are reading this as a Hope 
student, parent, alumni, or faculty mem-
ber, be a part of the changes that surround 
you everyday.  
Ashley will spend this summer model-
ing in Chicago while she looks for a “grown 
up job” in magazine journalism. 
Katie will spend this summer probably 
playing wedding gigs before she starts law 
school in the fall.
Ashley DeVecht  & 
Katie Bennett
 Editors-in-Chief
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Letter to the Editor
Easter celebration requires additional day off
To the Editors:
There’s something that’s been bothering me for the past few years.  It seems that 
Hope College does not wish for its students to spend Easter with their families. 
While we do not have class on Good Friday, we do have class on the Monday follow-
ing Easter.  This allows students to go home on Thursday evening, but forces them 
to return to campus on Easter in order not to miss class.  Many of us live in the Chi-
cago area or the east side of Michigan, and this return trip is not a trivial one.  The 
past few years have found me rushing through a wonderful home-cooked meal after 
the morning church service, all so that I could speed back to Holland and a stack of 
homework.  I know I am not alone. As an institution affiliated with the Reformed 
Church in America, I am surprised that Hope College does not do more to recog-
nize the significance of family on this most important of church holidays.  
I’ve noticed that we are given a curious extra day off at the beginning of Spring Break. 
Is that some new holiday, or do we just need that extra day to get ready for our vacations 
(or service trips) to paradise?  Maybe this extra day is a concession to students, who 
habitually and en masse decide to skip classes the day before any reasonably long break. 
Maybe it’s a way of saying, “See, you don’t have to skip class, we’re giving you a freebie 
here.”  Yet, unsurprisingly, I noticed a lack in numbers this year on that day before Break; 
I even heard of professors giving extra credit quizzes as a reward to students who stuck 
around.  Extra credit? Really? Why are we acting like this?  
Why not take that extra day away from Spring Break, egregious as some students 
may think it, and add it on to the Easter weekend?  Practically, this would not change 
the pre-Spring Break atmosphere of truancy. This switcheroo would in turn allow 
many more students to celebrate Easter with their own families and traditions. 
      Thank you for reading, 
      Josh Kinder (’09)
Final reflections
I never thought it’d be so hard to 
leave this place.  But I am consoled 
by two things: Facebook, and the fact that I am leaving Hope with a happy heart and 
good conscience.   It’s so hard to sum up four years in 500 words, so I’ll just leave you 
with some final reflections.
To my friends and fellow students, you have shown me what real caring is.  You do 
it very well, and I pray that you continue to be a caring community that upholds each 
other to the highest degree.  Thank you to everyone who has meant something to me 
and who has positively impacted my life.  I know that’s a broad impersonal generaliza-
tion, but I cannot do justice to the hundreds of you.  If you know me personally, there’s 
a strong chance that you I am thinking of you whilst writing this.  I thank God that he 
placed me here at Hope and met each and every one of you.
To my dear professors, you have taught me with a passion and fervor that has en-
gaged me and helped me to appreciate a good education.  I have learned much in my 
four years, and I am indebted to you for faithfully passing on your wealth of knowledge 
to me.  Thank you also for not being afraid to integrate the Christian faith in curricu-
lum and teaching.
To the Keppel House, you have been an integral part of my past four years and have 
helped me find my groundings spiritually.  Thank you for preaching the Word faithful-
ly and truthfully, and for filling Hope with God-honoring music that has assisted us in 
praising our Lord.  Hope would be a very different place were it not for all the excellent 
work that every one of you at Campus Ministries do.  I pray that you continue to bless the 
Hope community this coming year.
To the various student groups I have been a part of, thank you for all that you have 
done for me in making my experiences special.  Residential Life, thank you for provid-
ing me with a job for three years; though it was a job, it has also been a great source of 
joy for me and I have learned a great deal from it.
I have enjoyed my time here immensely, most of all these last couple years.  I 
have so many fond memories and I thank God that they’re more numerous than 
the unfond ones.  
And last of all, I think it is fitting to thank the Anchor for being as faithful to me as 
I have been to it.  Anchorites, may your pens never cease to write well and effectively, 
and may you always remain true to unbiased journalism.
Hope, I must thank you.  I am indebted to you for making my time here special.
Matt can be reached at his Hope e-mail until October, at which point he will 
be switching over to matthew.oosterhouse@gmail.com permanently.  You can also 
reach him at that e-mail now.  Or Facebook too.
Because I care
Matt Oosterhouse
Columnist
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From the inside out
The maturity of pride
Earlier this week I found myself engaged 
in a discussion with a couple of friends 
who claimed to be moral relativists beleiv-
ing that the truth of moral judgments is 
relative to an individual.  As a traditional 
Christian I was astounded at what I was hearing.  “Don’t you see t h e 
absurdity of it?  Don’t you see that your view is indefensible?  Do you really believe 
that universal rights don’t exist or that murder, molestation and the like have no 
objectively bad quality to them? You’re wrong!”
Although I attempted to argue coherently, I failed to prove anything.  In my 
mind I was cool, calm, logical and truthful while my friends were merely avoiding 
my assertions because doing so was convenient.  They were obviously emotional, 
confused, and ignorant compared to my superior knowledge.  It was Socrates edu-
cating Euthyphro.
But after an hour and a half of going nowhere, we ended the conversation, my 
frustrations having climaxed.  My only consolation was that after thinking about 
it for two more hours, I knew I was right even if I had failed to prove it just then. 
Of course!  They needed practical proof.  I would have to teach them through ex-
ample, not argument.  So I resolved to do something that would seem “wrong” to 
them but right to me, since moral relativists believe all moral claims to be some-
thing like an opinion.  Once they got upset at the ‘wrong,’ I would respond (with 
an air of brilliance), “Well you can hardly be upset since what you say is ‘right’ for 
you needn’t be ‘right’ for me.  You might as well be upset that I prefer the color red 
while you like blue.”  The plan was foolproof.
 After having emptied their cabinets and drawers of their belongings to make 
room for some items of my own, I think the gravity of the situation began to sink 
in.  Of course this wasn’t about logic or truth or ignorance.  It had become, for me, 
about something petty: I wanted to be right.
This was not the sort of clear realization that some might suppose.  It was 
cloudy and difficult for me to see, and even now I’m sure I could be convinced 
of the worthiness of my cause and to take a stand for ‘truth’ once again.  But in 
actuality I wasn’t a holy warrior.  I was a pouting child.  Could it be that I had com-
mitted that oldest of vices, the first of sins?
It really was Pride.  I know it now, even though I had shut my senses to it.   I was 
in competition with my friends to prove something.  That something might be 
called “right” or “truth” or “victory.”  I see now that whatever it was I didn’t care so 
long as it gave me an edge: definitive proof of being better, a platform from which 
I could gaze down at others.
Pride shows that humility does not exist in the person where it should.  C. S. 
Lewis was right about it.  The pride in me could not stand, and indeed hated, the 
existence of any ounce of pride in others.  What I thought was ignorance or stub-
bornness in my friends was really my pride’s rejection of a challenge to my power, of 
the possibility that I was not better in some way.
Perhaps by chance I’ve been able to experience that we are in no way better than 
those we judge.  This seems obvious, but experiencing a lesson illuminates more 
clearly than study.  Rather, it is God who is infinitely better than any one of us could 
be.  It is the comparison of myself to my neighbor that is really as futile as comparing 
red and blue.  I must remember that  no matter how satisfied I feel with my “good-
ness,” it will never be enough on my own. Curse Evil for pride.  Thank God for grace.
Enough said
See the picture of that handsome dev-
il just a few centimeters up from these 
words?  Unfortunately, this very well might 
be the last time you ever see my beautiful 
face again.  I know, that welling up in your 
eyes is a natural feeling and you don’t have 
to fight it (just kindly back away because 
your tears will wrinkle up the newspaper 
and ruin my column).  I am graduating and 
let me be the first to tell you that I won’t 
be that guy who hangs around Holland and 
gleefully circles the date of Homecoming 
on his calendar every year.  There comes 
a point when you have to move on and I 
am ready to embrace that change with, to 
quote a Creed classic, arms wide open.
However, since this is my last chance 
to grace the pages of this fine publica-
tion it is my duty to get everything off 
my chest for the very last time.  Obser-
vations, questions, apologies and appre-
ciations are coming to mind in rapid fire 
procession, so let’s do this!  
First, if you are an English major let me 
be the first to tell you that you can graduate 
without taking any “real” math or science 
classes.  You can credit that to the splen-
dor of GEMS.  I do regret not taking any 
chemistry classes though because thinking 
about teleportation and time travel is one 
my favorite past times and I know I could 
have bothered a few professors with out-
landish hypothetical inquiries. 
The art department needs to be more 
accepting of unskilled students.  This is a 
liberal arts curriculum, and believe me, 
most of us students are just as excited 
about painting a jumble of glass bottles as 
you are about teaching us amateurs.  Let’s 
try to find a happy medium, like printmak-
ing or sculpture. (An art joke.  See, you guys 
would like me if I was given the chance).  
Also, a short piece of advice towards the 
education department: How are you go-
ing to recruit more people who want to be 
highly qualified  teachers when we aren’t 
highly qualified to pay rent?  We have spent 
so much money by the time we graduate 
that I feel like we are being taxed for our 
passion.
Many thanks are due to people who have 
pushed me in multiple challenging direc-
tions and have always put up with my gener-
ally ridiculous personality (I am well aware 
that I’m not the easiest student to have in 
class.).  I have come to understand that pro-
fessors don’t get all the credit they deserve, 
and if you give good effort in the classroom, 
it is usually returned to you ten-fold.  These 
are the people I need to acknowledge before 
I don a cap and gown in two weeks:
Professor Peter Schakel for going out of 
his way multiple times to assist me in any-
thing I have ever asked of him: his constant 
support has been extremely encouraging. 
Professor Tony Donk and Jeanine Dell’Olio 
in the education department have both not 
only shaped me into a better educator, but 
also a better person.  Professor Greg Rap-
pleye prompted a rekindling in my love af-
fair for putting a pen to paper and Professor 
William Pannapacker has filled me with so 
much excitement about legendary authors, 
their endless eccentricities, and the overall 
process of learning.   Matt D’Oyly and El-
len Awad do so much for this college and 
my beloved Greek Life.  Your efforts do not 
go unnoticed.  To those people mentioned, 
along with most (sorry, not all) of the pro-
fessors I have had for the last four years . . 
. thank you!
RJ has always wanted to incorporate a 
“column” joke into his column, but could 
never find the appropriate place for a 
Doric, Ionic, or Corinthian pun.
RJ Casey
Columnist
Gotta stay positive
What happens when you say good-
bye? For most of the population, there is a 
twinge, somewhere between the heart and 
the stomach that aches for whatever is left 
behind. It’s a twinge that tells you some-
thing: it tells you that what you are leaving 
mattered. It tells you that it was more than 
a passing fling—it was love.
Whether you fall in love with a person, 
place, or thing, the best goodbyes are ones 
that leave you with that feeling. Spring is all 
about the twinge. What was planted in fall 
took root deep underground. Over winter 
it developed into something secure and 
in spring rises up. That push into spring 
from the winter months can be so difficult 
in college, it challenges you academically, 
emotionally, physically, and spiritually. It is 
the dirt falling away from something new, 
something real and obvious. 
What happens in spring is different from 
the previous stages of the year because it 
all happens above ground. The friendships 
that were forming over time and may have 
only been little connections here and there, 
become relationships that are visible to the 
public as people gather together and mix 
in the fresh outdoors. The leaves unfold 
and new things begin; from flowers to fruit 
blossoms the world seems to take bloom.
Every year, however, we forget that 
spring brings pain with the obvious beau-
ty. The green world doesn’t become green 
without rain, without the dirt falling away 
and without the effort it takes to unfurl 
the leaves that have been forming for 
months. It takes a lot of work to blossom, 
but it is what flowers were made to do. 
Plants were made to grow, and growing 
means change. And change is difficult.
You can’t stay a seed forever, you can’t 
take root forever, there comes a time when 
you need to blossom. For those at the be-
ginning of their college careers, that blos-
soming means getting a first real intern-
ship, or taking that chance with a person 
who things have been going well with for 
awhile. But for those at the end of their col-
lege careers, blossoming means doing what 
you were born to do. It’s strange to think 
that this seed, the seed of education, was 
planted approximately 17 years ago and has 
taken this long to blossom. No wonder it 
hurts to finally bloom. No wonder at times 
it seemed the dirt would never clear. 
Blossoming is a change, but it also a 
chance. It is an accomplishment. It is a 
chance to show the world, in the obvious 
way of spring, just what you were made 
to be. It’s risky, and it’s scary, but it means 
taking your place in a garden that was or-
ganized perfectly to bring out the best in 
each flower. When you bloom, you take the 
chance to look for the new seeds that are to 
be planted. Blooming means saying good-
bye to what has blossomed. Saying good-
bye to something that really matters means 
there will be a twinge: a twinge of good, a 
twinge of fear, but hopefully...a twinge of 
love for what has been. 
Erika English would like to say good 
bye and thank you to the Anchor for let-
ting her be a part of the paper, off and on, 
for the past four years. She also wants to 
wish all graduates luck as they move on, 
it has been a privilege to blossom with you 
these past four years. 
Bloom n’ grow
Myths, tricks and trainwrecks
Erika English
Columnist
Sam Ogles
Managing Editor
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To the Editors:
As a graduating senior coming upon the clos-
ing of my experience at Hope, I feel I cannot leave 
this community without expressing a deep con-
cern that has been continually growing over the 
last four years. I feel that a significant group of 
minority students has been overlooked and ig-
nored. At a school that prides itself on valuing 
diversity, I know I am not the first to say this is 
not okay.
 Hope College can no longer afford to ignore 
the homosexual student minority. Not only is 
homosexuality not covered under the Discrimi-
nation and Grievance Policy, but student groups 
such as Gay Straight Forum and GLOBE, which 
could provide better support and resources for 
these students, are not officially recognized by the 
administration. 
Last week included two very important days: 
Day of Dialogue and Day of Silence. As part of Day 
of Dialogue, two students made a documentary 
called “Ending the Silence” about the necessity for 
change on campus. Forcing students to be silent is 
harming the community as a whole. This film gives 
a voice to Hope students who refuse to be silent 
any longer. 
The Hope College community has nothing to 
lose by opening its arms to a minority that has 
been silenced for so long. By officially recogniz-
ing these student groups we are opening the door 
to discussion. Not talking is harming all students: 
those who are gay who feel they do not have place, 
as well as straight students who have differing 
perspectives. Without conversation, they cannot 
come to their own opinions or share how they 
feel with the community. We do not always have 
to agree, but who are we to judge others based 
on race, religious background, culture, gender, or 
sexuality? 
I am among the guilty majority for not speak-
ing up before now on behalf of these students. 
Silent support no longer is enough. We can all 
take small steps to understand what our commu-
nity could gain through dialogue and acceptance 
of these students. I encourage you all to watch 
“Ending the Silence,” and begin to listen to these 
voices that have had to scream in order to be 
heard.
           Sincerely,
           Anna Pillot (’09)
‘Silent support’ is no longer enough for ignored 
students
Letters to the Editor
To the Editors:
While in macroeconomics this semester, a 
particular term caught my attention. On page 
3 of “Barron’s Economics,” it states, “When a 
good is scarce, choosing to use the good in one 
way means giving up some other use. The value 
of the use people give up is the opportunity cost 
of this choice.” In other words, there is a loss of 
potential gain from the alternative(s) not chosen. 
The demand for scarce (i.e. rare and desirable) 
resources, results in people having to determine 
a value scale for all available options. 
For instance, if a person decides to place the 
majority of their earnings into a savings account, 
then they have deemed saving their money a 
priority over spending it. Using the money for 
entertainment would become an opportunity cost 
in the situation, as that was the forgone alternative. 
This same principle may also be applied to moral 
choices. 
Every day, we make decisions from a position 
of freedom, which always results in tradeoffs and 
certain losses. Choosing to go to dinner and a 
movie on a Wednesday night may exclude going 
to a Bible study, since one cannot be in two places 
at the same time. The Bible study would be the 
opportunity cost for Wednesday night. When 
examining the Christian faith, macroeconomic 
concepts may be applied to help us better 
understand our current situation. 
In order to suit the secular culture, it seems 
Christians are frequently and subtly pressured 
to compromise various values and judgments. 
Making ethical decisions, whether good or bad, 
will automatically preclude other options. This 
realization has caused me to wonder what kind of 
moral choices, we, as the upcoming generation, 
are making. What are our opportunity costs 
costing us? 
As a historically Christian society, we are 
often faced with deciding between the tenets of 
our culture or political system and our church’s 
teachings, as these can be mutually exclusive. 
How do we untangle our faith from politics or 
pop culture? In “The Joy of Living,” page 185, 
Mother Teresa gives us some insight when she 
says, “Whereas you work to bring about peace, 
why is it you do not work, they ask, to lessen war? 
If you are working for peace, that peace lessens 
war. But I won’t mix in politics, and so I don’t 
involve myself, that’s all. If I get stuck in politics, 
I will stop loving. Because I will have to stand by 
one, and not by all. This is the difference.” 
While all Christians may not share this 
perspective, Mother Teresa’s wisdom is obvious 
and reflects what Holy Scripture instructs us 
to strive for. Her opportunity cost was political 
activism. Mother Teresa could certainly have 
been a powerful political voice, but instead she 
chose to serve the poor of this world in the way 
God directed. 
One might think, “Oh well, that was Mother 
Teresa. She was just an obedient nun for her 
church.” Not so. Mother Teresa had to overcome 
obstacles within the Catholic Church so she could 
begin her mission in India. Then, she had to deal 
with legal challenges from the Indian government 
in order to continue her work. These were all 
freely made decisions by one petite woman that 
impacted the whole world.
While our lives may not be as dramatic or 
holy as Mother Teresa’s, they can be just as 
profound. Our moral compass is the same as 
hers: the teachings of Holy Scripture and the 
moral underpinnings of the churches. We do 
not live our Christianity in a vacuum, so moral 
choices do affect those around us. Like Mother 
Teresa, we may even find ourselves in places of 
conflict and struggle when trying to live out our 
Judeo-Christian convictions. 
As our generation graduates into independent 
adulthood, the question isn’t WILL we affect 
our world but rather, HOW will we impact our 
society? The decisions we make will, in turn, 
define the moral opportunity costs of our nation. 
May we remain faithful to our Lord.
   
                                                   Sincerely,
            Erin Fortner ( ‘09)
Macroeconomic Christianity: Our moral 
opportunity costs cuse, divide and even incite,” di-
rectly opposing the aim of the 
meeting.
“It was a very troubling ex-
perience for me as a secretary-
general,” he said. “It was a totally 
unacceptable situation.”
The Israeli Foreign Minis-
try condemned the speech and 
Ban’s meeting with Ahmadine-
jad.
“It is unfortunate that U.N. 
Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon 
deemed it appropriate to meet 
with the greatest Holocaust de-
nier of our time,” the Foreign 
Ministry said. “This matter is 
especially severe, as it took place 
on the eve of Holocaust Memo-
rial Day.”
Ahmadinejad has been 
praised by some in the Muslim 
world for his attacks on Israel. 
The hard-liner has often used 
international forums to criticize 
Israel.
Most Muslim delegations in 
Geneva declined to comment, 
but Pakistan said the protesters 
were wrong to interrupt Ahma-
dinejad.
“If we actually believe in 
freedom of expression, then 
he has the right to say what 
he wants to say,” Ambassador 
Zamir Akram told The Associ-
ated Press. “There were things 
in there that a lot of people in 
the Muslim world would be in 
agreement with, for example 
the situation in Palestine, in 
Iraq and in Afghanistan, even if 
they don’t agree with the way he 
said it.”
While the speech was inter-
rupted several times by cheers 
from the large Iranian delega-
tion, it may not be well-received 
among many others in Iran, 
which is suffering from high 
inflation and unemployment 
partly as a result of its global 
isolation. Many have criticized 
Ahmadinejad, who is up for re-
election in June, for spending 
too much time on anti-Israel 
and anti-Western rhetoric and 
not enough on the country’s 
economy.
U.N. conference controversial
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ThiS Week in SporTS
Wednesday          April 22 
Women’s Tennis
vs. Saint Mary’s at 4 p.m.
Saturday          April 25 
Baseball
vs. Trine at 1 p.m.
Thursday           April 30 
Men’s Tennis
MIAA Conference Tournament 
Friday          May 1 
Men’s Tennis
MIAA Conference Tournament
Baseball
vs. Kalamazoo at 4 p.m.
in Brief
Player of the Week    
           
Men’s tennis
Men’s basketball 
recognized
Kelli Duimstra (’09) has been 
honored as the MIAA softball 
player of the week. In the team’s 
six games last week, Duimstra 
had three homeruns, 11 RBIs 
and a batting average of .476. In 
the doubleheader against Saint 
Mary’s on April 15, she belted a 
grand slam home run in the first 
game as well as an RBI double 
in the second. Duimstra ranks 
second on Hope’s all-time list 
of homerun hitters. This is her 
second time being honored this 
season. 
The Flying Dutchmen have 
continued their successful 
season topping rival Calvin over 
the weekend in a dual match. The 
team swept the doubles portion 
and went on to split with the 
Knights in the singles matches. 
Hope has improved to 3-1 in 
the MIAA with a 9-9 record 
overall. The team will next take 
on Albion, continuing to work 
towards toppling Kalamazoo 
who leads the MIAA with a 3-0 
record. 
The Flying Dutchmen have 
been honored by the NCAA 
blog “Double A Zone” for their 
community- service project. 
The blog highlights the team’s 
mission statement to serve as 
volunteers within the Holland 
community as well as their work 
with the Holland Public school 
system. Hope athletes worked 
with students at Holland Heights 
every week starting in December 
and ending at the beginning of 
April.
 
thlete ProfileA 
senior makes mark on team, leads national ranking
Track Captain Nora Kuiper 
(’09) has been running on some 
sort of team since she was in the 
fifth grade. 
This year, she has the fastest 
Division III 100-meter time 
accomplishing an 11.90 at 
Northwood University over the 
weekend. 
In her junior track season, she 
took fifth place in the 100-meter 
dash at the national tournament 
and has already qualified to 
return this year. 
The major success she has 
reached this year can be directly 
connected to her work ethic in 
and out of season.
“I have focused on our weight 
training program to become 
stronger,” Kuiper said, “I’ve also 
made sure to do every single 
workout the best I can.”
Putting in time in the weight 
room only took Kuiper so far. 
The biggest hurdle for her 
was to believe that she 
could run faster times.
“A mental barrier I 
had [that] prevented me 
from running really fast 
times was the fact that I 
didn’t think I could do it,” 
Kuiper said. 
“Once I got over 
that, my times dropped 
drastically.”
Fellow sprinter 
Haleigh Gokey (’10) who 
ran against Nora in high 
school and has been 
running with her for the 
last three years at Hope 
said Kuiper brings a 
passion and inspiration 
to practice that is truly 
amazing. 
“She’s really great at 
cheering on not just the 
sprinters but the field 
events too,” Gokey said. 
“She encourages 
everyone to hit their times, and 
makes sure we all only take the 
allotted breaks.” 
The intense training Kuiper 
has been through has been hard 
on her body, but she has never 
suffered from an injury that kept 
her sidelined from competition. 
“Knock on wood nothing has 
happened yet this year,” Kuiper 
said. “I have chronic hamstring 
and back problems, but I treat it, 
it gets better and I move on.” 
After graduation Kuiper 
is planning on going to 
Mozambique, a place she visited 
a couple summers ago, to help 
with water supply and water 
education. 
“After coming back from that 
experience, there was a desire 
in me to go back and use the 
problem solving and analytic 
skills that I’ve learned here,” 
Kuiper said. 
She looks forward to May 
term when she’ll be a full-time 
track athlete, but can not help 
but think about her college 
career coming to an end. 
“I will really miss Hope 
and the friends that I’ve made 
and I will really miss track,” 
Kuiper said, “But I’m looking 
forward to what the future has 
in store.”
Chris O’Brien
Staff Writer
AheAd oF The pAck— kuiper has already had a storied colle-
giate career. She will look to finish her time as a Hope athlete on a 
high note at the MIAA Conference meet April 30- May 1.
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en’s Ultimate frisbeeM
Ultimate Frisbee, now 
officially called ultimate, is a 
fast-paced sport that combines 
the athletic abilities of soccer, 
basketball and football.  
Two teams of seven compete 
on a field similar to a football 
field and the first team to 
reach a set number of points is 
victorious.  Ultimate is one of 
the fastest growing sports in the 
world. 
 It also is currently very 
popular on college campuses 
across the U.S. 
“There are over 600 college 
teams and most DI schools 
have them.  Hope is one of 
the smallest schools with an 
ultimate team,” said co-captain 
Jon Wilson (’09).
The men’s club team at Hope 
consists of 15 players.  While the 
majority of the team consists 
of seniors, the guys are good 
friends both on and off the field. 
“The guys on our team are all 
a lot of fun, and really make the 
sport more enjoyable,” Helderop 
said.  
Both Helderop and Wilson 
play ultimate for the love of the 
game.  Wilson has been playing 
since his freshman year at Hope 
and this is his third year as 
captain of the team.  
“It’s fun to play a competitive 
sport in college,” Wilson said. 
Helderop said. 
“My favorite part about 
Lindsey Wolf
GueSt Writer
club team impresses with victories
the sport is definitely the 
atmosphere it generates, and 
the people it attracts.”  
Hope’s ultimate team 
does not hold tryouts.  
“Anyone can play.  We 
just ask that you come to 
most practices and pick-up 
games if you’re interested 
in playing at tournaments,” 
Helderop said.  
“Most of our games are in 
tournament format but we 
also have scrimmages.  We 
recently scrimmaged Calvin 
and we won,” Wilson said 
with a grin.  
Calvin College, which 
traditionally has a strong 
ultimate program, is one 
of Hope’s biggest rivals, 
as is Grand Valley State 
University.  Hope plays 
Grand Valley several times 
each year and that rivalry is 
personal for Helderop.  
“Their team’s captain 
went to high school with me so 
we always have a friendly rivalry 
going on,” Helderop said.  
In tournament play, Hope 
competes against DIII and DI 
schools from several states in the 
Midwest, including Michigan, 
Ohio, Indiana and Illinois.  
Wilson said, “We have a lot 
of games against DI schools, and 
we beat a lot of them.”  
This year Hope has defeated 
several schools from Illinois, 
as well as Eastern and Central 
Michigan Universities.  
Hope’s losses have come 
from Michigan State, Western 
Ontario and Northern Illinois 
University.  
Overall, Hope has had a solid 
season this spring, posting a 
record of 9-4.  
“This has been a particularly 
successful year, as we were 
ranked third in the state,” 
Helderop said.  
Hope was seeded behind 
number one Michigan and 
number two Michigan State.    
This weekend marks the 
beginning of playoffs for Hope, 
which has the fifth seed in the 
Kalamazoo sectional.  
Hope’s sectional consists 
of all teams from Michigan 
and two teams from Ontario. 
“We’re hoping for the top three 
to advance to regionals,” Wilson 
said. 
Whether it is competitive or 
just for fun, ultimate is a great 
sport that revolves around 
sportsmanship.  
Students looking for 
something to do are encouraged 
to grab a disc and head outside 
to play ultimate.
Photo by Kevin Soubly
glide pAST The d— eddie helderop (’09) passes the disc past 
the defense in an Ultimate Frisbee practice last week.
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Hope College’s women’s 
tennis team is nearing the end 
of one of their most successful 
seasons in years. 
With just two matches left 
before the MIAA tournament, 
the team is currently 13-5 overall 
and 5-0 in the MIAA. 
The season got off to a 
difficult start with the team 
falling to Wheaton College and 
Ferris State University during 
the indoor season before Spring 
Break. 
They also fell to Grand Valley 
State University in their first 
match of the regular season. 
However, these matches have 
proved to be helpful for the team 
in the rest of their season.
“If you look at the schools we 
lost to, two of them were DII 
schools and the other one was 
Wheaton, which is just a really 
tough team,” Beth Olson (’10) 
said. 
“I think those three tough 
matches helped us prepare for 
teams in our conference and 
helped us be successful against 
Tennis team aims for MIAA crown, national tourney
omen’s tennisW
Bethany Stripp
Staff Writer
Hope bids farewell to coach Ray Smith
James Ralston
Co-SportS editor
It is a rare occurrence where 
an individual sticks with a job for 
most of his life and still enjoys 
every day he comes to work.  It 
is even more rare to find a man 
who upholds morality, honesty 
and faith in all that he does.  For 
the past 39 years, Hope College 
has been blessed 
with the presence 
of just such a man. 
Ray Smith, director 
of athletics for men, 
will retire in June. 
His departure will 
mark what many 
would label the 
end of an era, one 
of success, and 
not just in the win 
column. 
Mark Northuis, chair of 
the department of kinesiology, 
said that although Smith has 
had an incredible coaching and 
administrative career in the 
record books, it is his Christian 
faith that truly marks his 
successes.
“For him, his faith is more 
important than any win/loss 
record,” Northuis said.  “He 
desires to change people through 
faith.”
This faith has changed people, 
just ask Pete Semeyn, pastor 
at Faith Reformed Church in 
Traverse City.  Semeyn was on 
the football team 
when Smith first 
started as head 
coach in 1970; he 
graduated and 
went into teaching, 
but it just didn’t 
feel right.  He felt 
called to ministry, 
but before he 
made the life-
changing decision, 
he decided to ask 
important people in his life what 
they thought.  He turned to 
coach Ray Smith.
“He knew me better than 
anyone; he’d seen the good, 
the bad, and really ugly side of 
me,” Semeyn said in a sermon 
delivered at The Gathering on 
Jan.25.  “We (Semeyn and his 
wife) told him that we were 
considering ministry...(Smith and 
his wife, with tears in their eyes, 
responded by 
saying) ‘We’ve 
been praying 
for you for 
two years, that 
God would 
call you into 
ministry.’”
If his 
faith and 
commitment to people wasn’t 
enough, his performance and 
success speak volumes.  
Smith took over the realm as 
Hope’s head football coach when 
the team hadn’t won the MIAA 
in seven years.  He went on to 
become the winningest football 
coach in MIAA history, as well 
as being named the Division III 
coach of the year in 1984.  On 
top of football, Smith has also 
coached wrestling, golf and 
baseball at Hope.  
His success as a coach can also 
be attributed to his character and 
faith.  Smith was able to bring 
in high quality student athletes 
through his personal approach 
to recruiting.
“ R a y 
was the 
first coach 
in the 
l e a g u e 
that really 
recruited,” 
Northius 
said.  “He 
combined 
his knowledge of playing with 
his strong character to bring in 
high quality student athletes.”
Smith added the role of 
director of athletics for men in 
1980; during his 29-year tenure 
as athletic director, Hope has 
won the MIAA Commissioners’ 
Cup 23 times (and number 24 
is probably right around the 
corner).
Smith will be able to reflect 
with fondness at all he has 
accomplished when he moves 
on to retirement in June.  
“There are so many pleasant 
memories,” Smith said.  “When 
I look back on my years I will 
definitely have a smile on my 
face.  The Lord had a plan for 
me and my family to come to 
Hope, and I am certainly a better 
person for coming here.”
Smith most likely won’t be 
thinking about how many wins 
his football team had, or the 
number of times Hope beat 
Calvin; he will remember the 
people he has changed and those 
that changed him.
“My experience here has 
been buoyed by meeting strong 
Christians,” Smith said.  “There 
have been so many intelligent 
people that I have worked with 
and coached that had a love for 
both sports and Christ.”
One hundred forty eight 
wins, 23 MIAA Commissioners’ 
Cups, 39 years at Hope College, 
countless lives changed.
“It is nice to leave your job 
with no regrets,” Smith said.
No regrets, now there’s 
something to strive for.
Ray Smith
When I look back on my 
years I will definitely have a 
smile on my face.
—ray Smith
“ “
those teams.” 
Over spring break, the Flying 
Dutch traveled to Hilton Head, 
S.C. 
There, they were able to play 
teams from all over the country. 
This competition also helped the 
team to gain the strength they 
currently have.
“Spring Break is always a 
good trip for us because we play 
a wide variety of skill levels,” 
Danielle Werley (’10) said. “It 
gave us a chance to bond and to 
grow close as a team.”
Since the loss to Grand 
Valley on March 24, the tennis 
team has not lost a match. 
Most importantly, the team is 
undefeated in the MIAA and 
is currently in first place in the 
conference. 
The team is using its perfect 
MIAA record as motivation to 
keep working hard.  With perfect 
record, however, comes extra 
attention from opponents.
“We don’t take being 
undefeated lightly,” Olson said. 
“We know if anything that it 
means we need to work that 
much harder to stay there.”
“From here on out, we are 
going to take it one step, one 
match at a time,” Werley said. 
“The conference tournament 
is going to be a challenge for 
us because everyone will be 
gunning for us because we are 
number one.”
In addition to the pressure 
of being number one, the Flying 
Dutch will also have to deal 
with playing tennis in a different 
environment. 
All of the team’s home 
matches are played indoors, as 
are many of their away matches. 
However, the conference 
tournament is played outdoors 
at Stowe Stadium at Kalamazoo 
College. 
“Playing outdoors is definitely 
different from playing indoors 
because you have other factors 
such as sun and wind to deal 
with,” Olson said. “We try to 
practice outdoors the week 
before conference so we can 
get used to playing outdoors. 
It shouldn’t affect us too much 
when the time comes.”
The MIAA tournament will 
take place from April 30 to May 
1 in Kalamazoo. 
While the team is currently 
taking the season one match at 
a time, they are also thinking 
about the important conference 
tournament. 
The winner of the tournament 
will receive an automatic 
bid into the 
NCAA Divison 
III national 
t o u r n a m e n t , 
something that 
has not 
h a p p e n e d 
to Hope’s 
w o m e n ’ s 
tennis team in 
eight years.
“We would like to win the 
conference tournament and 
qualify for nationals,” Werley 
said. “If we are going to make it 
there any year, this is our year.”
The team will have its last 
home match Wednesday, April 
22, at DeWitt Tennis Center at 4 
p.m. against St. Mary’s College. 
On Saturday, they will finish the 
regular season with a match at 
Olivet College. 
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